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Q&A: Fuel Merchants Association 
of New Jersey
This quarter our Q&A segment discusses the Fuel Merchants Association of New Jersey.

What is the Fuel Merchants Association of New Jersey?
The Fuel Merchants Association of New Jersey (FMA) is a trade association 

representing more than 600 petroleum marketers and industry suppliers doing business 
in New Jersey. FMA members distribute gasoline, diesel fuel and heating oil to homes and 
businesses throughout the state. In addition, many FMA members provide heating and air 
conditioning installation, service and repairs.

What is FMA’s mission?
FMA’s bylaws provide that the objective of the organization is to “promote the use of 

petroleum products and the overall welfare of independent petroleum marketers and 
consumers.” FMA represents petroleum marketers in the New Jersey State House, the 
nation’s capital and anyplace where petroleum marketers’ interests are at stake.

What are some of FMA’s main objectives and accomplishments?
Generally, FMA is in favor of anything which will help the business climate in the 

state and make it easier for the consumer to get reasonably-priced petroleum products 
when and where they need them. For example, during the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy, 
FMA worked closely with The Governor’s Office, the New Jersey Office of Emergency 
Management and The State Police to help mitigate problems experienced within the state 
regarding the distribution of gasoline and other petroleum products.

Is Hart & Iliff a member of FMA?
Hart & Iliff has been a member and been very involved in the operation of FMA for 

over 75 years. In fact, three different people from Hart & Iliff have served two-year terms 
as president of the Fuel Merchants Association:

• Charles C. Iliff, Sr. (1946-1948)
• Charles C. Iliff, Jr. (1970-1971)
• Charles J. Brand (2011-2013)

What are some issues FMA is currently involved with?
Among the issues FMA is currently working on are:

1) State licensing for HVAC contractors will be implemented in the next few months. 
FMA is active with the legislature to help ensure that licensed HVAC contractors can 
install heating and air conditioning systems without a separate plumbing license.

2) In the last few years, FMA has been particularly busy in the energy commodity 
marketplace, working with other industries, such as airlines, attempting to limit 
speculation, reduce high energy prices and control price volatility.

3) FMA is currently fighting proposed legislation called “ban the box” that would 
prevent New Jersey employers from asking prospective employees whether they have a 
criminal record.

4) FMA is involved with antitrust legislation against Visa and MasterCard, alleging 
price-fixing of credit card interchange fees.

Your Central Air 
Conditioner Should 
Be Tuned-Up, Too!

Air conditioning manufacturers 
recommend that your central air 
conditioning system be checked by a 
professional on an annual basis. Our 
Air Conditioning Seasonal Check-Up 
and Maintenance Program is similar 
to an annual tune-up of your heating 
system. It costs only $139 plus tax and 
will save you money by ensuring that 
your air conditioner is operating at 
peak efficiency all summer long. Our 
Air Conditioning Seasonal Check-Up 
and Maintenance Program includes 
cleaning, inspection, testing and 
lubrication of your system’s parts and 
functions. Call us at 973-383-1421 to 
set up your appointment today.
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Contemplating Cash
Though most of us think about money mostly when we don’t have enough 

of it, its history and development can be fascinating. Here’s a quick list of some 
surprising facts about U.S. currency.
• The biggest bill. The highest U.S. denomination was the $100,000 bill, bearing 

the likeness of Woodrow Wilson and issued in limited numbers in 1934 
for Federal Reserve Bank transactions. 
However, the largest bill in public 
circulation was the $10,000 bill, bearing the 
face of Salmon P. Chase.

• The smallest bill. Paper money was first 
introduced in the U.S. during the Civil War 
to combat a shortage of coins. Bills were 
printed and distributed in denominations of 
25 cents, 20 cents and 5 cents.

• Groovy coins. A dime has 118 grooves along 
its edge; a quarter has 119. Ridges originally 
were added to make counterfeiting difficult; today they mainly serve the 
purpose of helping people with impaired vision to identify coins by touch.

• Change for a dollar. There are said to be 293 different combinations of coins 
capable of making change for one dollar.

• The weight of wealth. One million dollars in one-dollar bills would weigh 
about 2,040 pounds; in 100-dollar bills, that cool million would weigh in at 
about 20.4 pounds.

• Old vs. new money. A dollar bill typically lasts about 18 months in circulation 
before being “retired.” Five-dollar bills endure for about two years. Fifty- and 
hundred-dollar bills hang on for nine years.

Don’t Put Off These Home Repairs
Maintaining your abode can be costly, but putting off a needed repair can 

be even more expensive in the long run. Here are a few problems that should be 
nipped in the bud:

• Water leaks. Any water leak can cause severe damage over time: dry rot, 
mold, termite infestation, etc.

• Dim lights. If your lights flicker or dim when you open the fridge or use the 
microwave, it could be due to bad wiring or an overload of appliances on one 
circuit. Your best bet is to have an electrician update your wiring.

• Air conditioning. Make sure your filters are clean and in good repair. 
Dirty or missing filters can lead to fire or an air conditioner breakdown. An 
inexpensive filter can preserve your air conditioning system.

Trivial Matters
1) Which carpenter’s tool has a cheek, 

eye, face and neck?
a) Saw
b) Drill
c) Hammer
d) Chisel

2) A tittle can be found in the 
lowercase version of which of these 
letters?

a) T
b) I
c) Q
d) R

3) Which historical figure was 
beheaded years after dying?

a) Marie Antoinette
b) Oliver Cromwell
c) Anne Boleyn
d) Charles I

4) Which U.S. state is nearest to 
Africa?

a) New York
b) North Carolina
c) Maine
d) Florida

5) Which food brand is named for a 
food critic?

a) Chef Boyardee
b) Sara Lee
c) Marie Callender’s
d) Duncan Hines

—from mental_floss

Answers: 1) c 2) b (When you “dot your i’s,” you’re tittling 
them.) 3) b 4) c (Quoddy Head State Park is the closest 
point.) 5) d

Which carpenter’s tool has a cheek, 
eye, face and neck?

An Office Gone To The Dogs
A salesperson dropped into an office to call on one of her business customers. 

The office was unpopulated except for a big dog who was busy emptying all the 
wastebaskets.

The saleswoman stared at the animal, unable to believe her eyes. “Excuse me,” 
she said, “do you work here?”

“Yeah,” the dog replied. “It’s part of my job.”
“This is amazing!” she said. “How on Earth did they find a dog who can talk?”
“Oh, please don’t tell them I can talk!” the dog pleaded. “If they find out I can 

talk, they’ll make me answer the phones, too!”
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SPEED BUMP               Dave Coverly

Facts About Taxes
State and federal income taxes are 

dreaded by everyone. But to ease the 
pain when you’re filling out the form or 
writing your check, consider these bits 
of trivia about the U.S. income tax:

• The first personal income tax in 
the United States was imposed in 
1861, as part of an effort by the 
government to pay for the Civil 
War. The first peacetime income 
tax came in 1894.

• The top tax rate on incomes above 
$500,000 was 7% in 1913. The 
government collected a total of 
$28.3 million.

• Richard Nixon was the first U.S. 
president to release his tax returns.

• The box allowing you to contribute 
$3 to the Presidential Campaign 
Fund first appeared on U.S. tax 
forms in 1973 (when the suggested 
contribution was $1).

• The first tax return filed 
electronically was sent in 1986.

• About 21% of paper tax returns 
contain errors; only 0.5% of 
electronic returns do.

• The Internal Revenue Service 
employs about 114,000 people. In 
addition, about 1.2 million people 
in the U.S. work as tax preparers.

• The IRS received some 142,449,000 
income tax returns in the 
2012 filing season. Of these, 
approximately 98,740,000 were  
filed electronically.

Protect Against CO Poisoning
Carbon monoxide is colorless, odorless, tasteless and potentially deadly. And 

it’s the leading cause of accidental poisoning deaths in the United States.
Carbon monoxide, or CO, prevents oxygen from being absorbed into the 

bloodstream. Without oxygen, of course, the body stops functioning properly, 
causing damage to tissues and the brain that can lead to disability and death. CO 
is produced by many common household and workplace appliances: gas water 
heaters, kerosene space heaters, gasoline and diesel power generators, and others; 
cigarette smoke, spray paint and paint removers are also possible sources.

Because you can’t see it or smell it, be on the lookout for these symptoms:
• Shortness of breath
• Headache
• Dizziness
• Nausea/vomiting
• Mental confusion
• Impairment of vision and/or hearing
• Loss of consciousness
• Feeling chilled
Your first and best line of defense is a reliable 

CO detector. Check and change its batteries 
regularly, or install detectors that plug into a 
standard AC outlet. In addition, have your heating/air conditioning appliances 
serviced yearly to make sure they’re not leaking CO into your home or office. 
Avoid using any kind of fuel-burning appliance indoors.

Victims of CO exposure should seek medical attention immediately.

From 45s to MP3s 
Music has long been an integral part of teenagers’ lives, from bobby-soxers 

swooning over Frank Sinatra to young soldiers lip-syncing to Lady Gaga on 
YouTube. Instead of buying 45s, though, kids are downloading their music these 
days off the Internet, and often not paying for it.

A survey of teens from Stageoflife.com found that 49.2% say their monthly 
diet of new music costs them nothing—zero, zip, nada—thanks to friends 
sharing music files online, free downloads from websites, and online services 
such as Pandora and Spotify.

Slightly more than 38% buy one album per month in the $10–$15 range, and 
just 2% spend more than $50 per month on new tunes.

And what about the crazy music those kids are listening to? Eighty-three 
percent of survey participants said their parents enjoy some or all of the same 
music they listen to, and 34% like their parents’ music as well—although 10% 
say their parents have no idea what kind of music is on their player.

How Much Is Too Much?
Is social networking going to take over the world? Consider this data from 

the PsychologyDegree.net website:
• One out of every eight humans is on Facebook.
• We spend one out of five minutes online on a social network.
• Humans produce more than 690,000 status updates per minute, and we 

post some 250 million photos every day.
• The average person has 150 friends in real life; 245 “friends” on Facebook.
• Nine out of 10 Americans think we share too much information online.
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Fuel Merchants Association Sponsors Gas Training 
For Oil Heat Professionals

Hart & Iliff offers automatic delivery customers two Price 
Protection Programs and an Even Payment Plan to help 
control winter heating costs.

With our Guaranteed Price Program, you purchase and pay for 
your winter fuel requirements during the summer. We reserve the 
oil for you and deliver it during the winter as you need it. With our 
Cap Price Program, you purchase your oil at our regular posted 
price, less applicable discounts for prompt payment. However, the 
price that you pay is capped so it never exceeds a preset maximum 
level. There is a fee to participate. These Price Protection 
Programs are offered from the first week of June through the 
end of July or when the available gallons are sold out.

The Even Payment Plan spreads out the cost of your annual fuel 
bill. Instead of paying for deliveries as you receive them, you make 
10 equal monthly payments based on your annual usage. The 
plan starts in June, July or August. The Cap Price Program can be 
combined with the Even Payment Plan.

If you participated in any of these programs last year, you don’t 
need to contact us since we will assume you want to participate 
again. If you haven’t been in these programs and want to 
participate or get more information, call us at 973-383-1421.

These plans feature our exclusive money-saving Ultrablend 
Heating Oil, which burns cleaner and more efficiently than 
conventional heating oil. 

Price Protection and Even Payment Options Control 
Winter Heating Costs
Programs are offered from the first week of June until available gallons are sold out

Have you liked us on Facebook yet? Keep up with all the latest heating and cooling news…
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Hart-Iliff-Fuel-and-Energy-Systems/395449910510865?ref=ts&fref=ts

The Fuel Merchants Association of New Jersey 
(FMA) sponsored two weeks of Gas Heat Training 
for Oil Heat Professionals in April. The course 

included Fundamentals of Gas Combustion, Circuitry and 
Troubleshooting, Hydronic Controls, Electric Ignition Systems 
and Advanced Electric Ignition Systems.

The course was taught by Tim McElwain, who has more than 
40 years of gas training experience and is president of the Gas 

Training Institute. In line with Hart & Iliff ’s philosophy of giving 
our employees the best possible training, we sent the following 
eight people to the program: President Charles Brand, Service 
Manager Wayne Farber, Plumbing Manager Kenneth Hedden and 
technicians David Bloxham, John Demsey, Joseph Bresett, Dean 
Adler and Christopher Crum.

Please call us for service and installation services for all of your 
heating, air conditioning and plumbing needs.


