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Q&A: U.S. Natural Gas Exports
This quarter’s Questions & Answers segment discusses U.S. natural gas exports.

Has the government studied the potential impact of exports of natural gas on the 
United States economy?

The Energy Information Administration (EIA) recently released the details of a study 
conducted by NERA Economic Consulting, a non-partisan Washington, D.C., consulting 
firm. The report concluded that exporting liquefied natural gas (LNG) overseas would 
benefit the United States economy more than keeping the LNG at home.

What is the likely effect of the conclusions of the EIA study?
According to a recent article in The Wall Street Journal, mass producers are eager to 

export more natural gas and the “endorsement could turn the tide in a politically sensitive 
issue.” The Obama administration has said that the study would be central to its decision-
making on approving U.S. natural gas exports. The study analyzed more than a dozen 
scenarios for U.S. production and exports of natural gas and it found that “across all 
these scenarios, the U.S. is projected to gain net economic benefits” from liquefying and 
exporting natural gas.

What LNG export projects are awaiting government approval?
One export terminal, Sabine Pass Liquefaction, LLC, in Louisiana, has already received 

Department of Energy approval. Fifteen other projects that could export as much as 25 billion 
cubic feet of natural gas per day are awaiting government approval. Exxon Mobil Corporation 
(the largest U.S. gas producer) is investing over $10 billion along with Quatar Petroleum to 
turn a gas import terminal in Port Arthur, Texas, into an LNG export facility. A spokesman for 
Exxon Mobil said, “LNG exports will help increase economic growth, create jobs and add to 
government tax revenues.”

What effect will exports of LNG have on U.S. natural gas prices?
The laws of supply and demand dictate that exporting natural gas from the U.S. 

will increase natural gas prices over time. Currently, U.S. natural gas is trading at 
approximately $4 a decatherm, compared to a price of $12-$18 in other parts of the 
industrialized world.

U.S. Oil Output 
at 15-Year High

The U.S. Energy Information 
Administration reported that in 
September 2012, U.S. crude oil 
production reached its highest level 
in 15 years, thanks in large part to the 
drilling method known as hydraulic 
fracking. Oil production averaged 
nearly 6.5 million barrels a day, an 
increase of 900,000 barrels a day over 
2011 levels. These statistics reflect the 
growing role of the U.S. as an energy 
producer. The International Energy 
Agency recently reported that by 
2020, the U.S. could overtake Saudi 
Arabia and Russia to become the 
world’s largest oil producer.

Hart & Iliff offers automatic delivery customers two Price Protection Programs and an 
Even Payment Plan to help control winter heating costs.

With our Guaranteed Price Program, you purchase and pay for your winter fuel 
requirements during the summer. We reserve the oil for you and deliver it during the 
winter as you need it. With our Cap Price Program, you purchase your oil at our regular 
posted price, less applicable discounts for prompt payment. However, the price that you 
pay is capped so it never exceeds a preset maximum level. There is a fee to participate. 
These Price Protection Programs are offered from the first week of June through the end 
of July or when the available gallons are sold out.

Price Protection and Even Payment 
Options Control Winter Heating Costs
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Planning A Big Move?
Moving can be a massive project, whether your new home is across the 

country or just on the other side of town. The costs can add up quickly, but 
you can stay in control of the expense with these money-saving tips:

• Prepare a budget. Before you start packing, calculate how much your move 
should cost. Include truck rental, movers, mileage, condo or apartment 
moving fees, utility cancellations and hookups, etc. This should help you 
recognize reasonable expenses and 
avoid surprises.

• Downsize your possessions. Don’t 
pack and move everything you own. 
If possible, get a floor plan of your 
new dwelling and check on how well 
your furniture will fit so you don’t 
move a couch that’s too big for your 
living room. Be ruthless in deciding 
what to get rid of. You don’t want to 
haul stuff across the country only to 
discard it once you’ve arrived.

• Don’t pay for packing supplies. 
Instead of spending money on 
brand-new cardboard boxes for 
your stuff, head out to your local 
recycling center, where boxes can be 
a big part of the material that’s being 
dealt with. Check out your local 
grocery store and nearby restaurants as well. Pack with newspapers instead 
of using costly bubble wrap.

• Use the post office. Ship as much as you can instead of loading it onto a 
truck. Use the U.S. Postal Service’s book rate to send your books to your 
new address. Look into rates for shipping anything you don’t need right 
away when you arrive (out of season coats, for example).

• Record all your expenses. You can write off the cost of your move on your 
taxes, under certain conditions. Keep a paper trail of what you spend, and 
check IRS requirements.

Keep Training Your Dog
Dogs are easy to train. Their masters are a different story. Even after your dog 

has been trained, you have to reinforce their training for at least a few minutes 
every day.

 Here are a few tips to avoid a return to obedience school:
• Watch your tone of voice. Use a calm, reassuring tone when you ask your pet 

to sit or stay. Don’t use an upbeat, time-for-fun voice when punishing him or 
her for a misdeed.

• Find the right level. Get down to your dog’s level so he or she can watch your 
face when you’re giving a command.

• Reinforce positive behavior. Reward the pooch when he or she does the 
right thing.

• Start young. If possible, adopt a puppy instead of a full-grown dog. You can 
teach an old dog new tricks, but you have to undo all their bad habits first.

• Get the right dog for both your lifestyles. For example, Labrador retrievers 
are big and can run over small children, and border collies and Jack Russell 
terriers are working dogs and need to stay busy.

Trivial Matters
1) The geographic center of the 

contiguous 48 United States lies in 
which state?

a) Kansas
b) Iowa
c) Missouri
d) Oklahoma

2) John D. Rockefeller amassed his 
initial fortune in which industry?

a) steel
b) oil
c) cattle
d) diamonds

3) Which fun-size candy bar packs 
the most calories?

a) Butterfinger
b) Snickers
c) Almond Joy
d) PayDay

4) Where would you most likely find a 
styptic pencil?

a) a survival kit
b) a sewing kit
c) a shaving kit
d) a drafting kit

5) Which of these nations never 
owned Texas?

a) Spain
b) France
c) Portugal
d) Mexico

—from mental_floss

Answers: 1) a (just outside Lebanon, Kan.) 2) b 3) a 4) c 
(It’s applied to small cuts to keep them from bleeding.) 5) c 
(Portugal never owned territory in the continental U.S.)

The geographic center of the 
contiguous 48 United States lies in 
which state?
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SPEED BUMP               Dave Coverly

Innovation  
At Any Age

Innovation and creativity aren’t just 
for young people. In an interview on 
the CNN website, Tony Wagner, author 
of Creating Innovators: The Making 
of Young People Who Will Change 
the World, shares this advice on how 
everyone, regardless of age, can unleash 
his or her imagination productively:

• Eliminate excuses and distractions. 
Make a commitment to doing what 
you want, no matter what other 
pressures surround you. Take other 
people’s needs into account, but 
learn to listen to yourself first and 
foremost.

• Devote yourself to learning. Never 
assume it’s too late to master a new 
skill or take on a new challenge. Be 
ready to take classes, ask questions, 
and indulge your curiosity.

• Accept failure—redefine success. 
Chances are good you’ll stumble 
along the way to whatever goal 
you set for yourself. Train yourself 
to think of setbacks as learning 
experiences. Remember, if you never 
fail, you’re probably not challenging 
yourself.

• Have fun. Creativity shouldn’t 
always be serious. Take time to relax 
and play as you work toward your 
goals. You may encounter a new 
idea or approach you wouldn’t have 
discovered through single-minded, 
no-nonsense obsession.

Basic Success Tip: Get Out Of Bed 
Early to bed and early to rise, as Benjamin Franklin pointed out, can make 

you healthy, wealthy and wise. But the “early to rise” part is a problem for some 
people. So, if you want to get 
a good start on the day, you 
can’t sleep until noon. Follow 
these tips to get up and get 
moving toward success first 
thing in the morning:

• Give yourself a good 
reason. Before you to 
go sleep, think about 
what you want to 
accomplish tomorrow. 
Pick something you’re 
passionate about to 
work on first. You’ll 
find it easier to get out 
of bed when you’ve got 
something exciting to 
look forward to.

• Get enough sleep. Maybe 
you can get by on four or five hours of sleep for a while, but over the long 
haul your body and brain will rebel. Even if you do pull yourself out of bed, 
your efforts won’t be worth much. Make a point of getting seven or eight 
hours of good sleep consistently.

• Use a buddy system. Enlist a friend to call you at a prearranged time, and 
alternate duties so you’re each responsible for waking the other. Or make a 
regular date to work out or just take a brisk walk. Getting up will be easier 
when you know other people are depending on you.

• Don’t snooze. Get up immediately when your alarm rings. If necessary, 
place your alarm across the room so you have to get up in order to shut it 
off. Drink a glass of cold water to get your system started right away.

• Establish a routine. Get up at the same time every day. Even if some 
mornings are more difficult to face than others, a consistent pattern will 
help your body wake itself up on time most days.

Three Questions For Self-Improvement
Success is built on a foundation of self-knowledge. If you find that you’re 

sabotaging your own efforts, try asking these questions to get at the root of the 
issue:

• What unproductive patterns keep returning in your life? Maybe the answer 
is procrastination, fear of trying something new, or lack of trust. Identify it so 
you can deal with it directly.

• What’s the impact of these negative patterns? When you see how your 
negative habits are harming you and those around you, you’ll be more 
motivated to do something about them.

• What is the origin of the behavior? You don’t need years of psychoanalysis 
for this. Just pinpoint when the negative pattern began, and what prompted 
it. Most of the time you’ll be able to adjust your attitude by realizing that 
circumstances have changed, and that you don’t need to keep repeating the 
unproductive behavior.



4 Hampton Street p P.O. Box 591
Newton, N.J. 07860

phone: 973-383-1421 p fax: 973-383-1699
e-mail: info@hartandiliff.com

www.hartandiliff.com

Honoring Excellence in Communications

Plumbing / Heating / Cooling

Control Winter Heating Costs…    

Hart & Iliff Partners With Energy Plus to 
Offer Electricity and Natural Gas

Under the Energy Choice Program available through the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities, 
Hart & Iliff and the Fuel Merchants Association of New Jersey have partnered with Energy Plus 
to offer electricity and natural gas. What is being sold is just the supply portion of your bill (the 
electricity and natural gas itself). The utility will continue to handle the delivery portion of your bill.

The advantage of buying your electricity or natural gas through Hart & Iliff/Energy Plus 
is energy savings, pure and simple! At the present time, the rates charged by Energy Plus are 
approximately 10% less than the rates being charged by the utilities. In addition, Energy Plus offers 
additional rebates, as illustrated in the accompanying chart.

Energy Plus is a subsidiary of NRG Energy, a Fortune 500 company and one of the largest 
electricity-generating companies in the country. Energy Plus offers electric service throughout Hart 
& Iliff’s service area, but at the present time does not offer gas service in the Elizabethtown Gas 
service area.

The Even Payment Plan spreads out the cost of your annual 
fuel bill. Instead of paying for deliveries as you receive them, you 
make 10 equal monthly 
payments based on your 
annual usage. The plan 
starts in June, July or 
August. The Cap Price 
Program can be combined 
with the Even Payment 
Plan.

If you participated in any of these programs last year, you don’t 
need to contact us since we will assume you want to participate 

again. If you haven’t been in these programs and want to 
participate or get more information, call us at 973-383-1421.

These plans feature 
our exclusive money-
saving Ultrablend Heating 
Oil, which burns cleaner 
and more efficiently than 
conventional heating oil. 
The graph pictured here 
illustrates the potential 

savings available with Hart & Iliff ’s Winter Price Protection 
Programs.

The advantage of buying your electricity or 
natural gas through Hart & Iliff/Energy Plus is 
energy savings, pure and simple!   
                       
                  Electricity           Nat. Gas

Sign-Up Bonus (commercial) $50            $25
Sign-Up Bonus (residential) $25            $15
Annual Rebate (commercial) 5%              5%
Annual Rebate (residential) 3%              3%

Note: Annual rebates are paid on the supply 
portion of the bill.

To sign up for service with Energy Plus, you can 
call us at 973-383-1421 or visit the website  
www.EnergyPlusCompany.com/FMANJoffer-5854.

continued from page 1

Have you liked us on Facebook yet? Keep up with all the latest heating and cooling news…
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Hart-Iliff-Fuel-and-Energy-Systems/395449910510865?ref=ts&fref=ts
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