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Questions & Answers: UST Fund
This quarter our questions and answers segment discusses funds available to oil heat consumers 
through the New Jersey Petroleum Underground Storage Tank Remediation, Upgrade & Closure 

What is the New Jersey UST Fund?
The UST Fund was set up to help con-

sumers with environmental clean up costs 
associated with a leaking underground 
storage tank. The fund has been around for 
many years and currently contains more 
than $90 million. Money is available from 
the UST Fund to qualified homeowners in 
the form of grants and qualified businesses 
in the form of loans.

I heard that legislation was recently 
passed that made significant changes to 
the UST Fund. What are these changes?

Under prior law, the following three 
requirements had to be met to qualify for a 
grant:
1) Your taxable income had to be less that 

$200,000 per year.
2) Your net worth, not including the equity 

in your home and any pension or retire-
ment plan funds, had to be less than 
$200,000.

3) Your tank had to be leaking.
The major change is that grant funds are 

now available to replace an underground 
tank prospectively before it leaks (see 
related article on page 4). In addition, the 
taxable income limit was raised to $250,000 
and the net worth limit, exclusive of pri-
mary residence and pension and retirement 
funds, was raised to $500,000.

How much is available for the replace-
ment of my underground tank?

The new legislation provides up to 
$3,000 for the removal and replacement 
of your tank. In most cases, $3,000 will 
cover the majority of the cost of this work. 
We recommend installing a double wall 
aboveground replacement tank in the base-
ment, garage or outside.

Easy Pay 
Discount Oil 
Purchase 
Program
Competitive oil price and 
outstanding service 

Easy Pay is a discount oil 
purchase program that has been 
available to customers of Hart & Iliff 
since 2002. Easy Pay gives you a very 
competitive oil price without having 
to give up the outstanding service 
offered by Hart & Iliff. A summary of 
the Easy Pay Program terms are as 
follows: 
1) You can be on automatic delivery 

or will call.
2) Payment must be made at the 

time of the delivery, generally 
in the form of Electronic Funds 
Transfer, which occurs on the 
Friday of the week following your 
delivery.

3) It can be combined with the Even 
Payment Plan provided that Elec-
tronic Funds Transfer is used for 
monthly payments and all service 
invoices.

4) You are eligible for Proguard Oil 
Tank Environmental Protection 
coverage.

5) Easy Pay customers are not eli-
gible for service contracts.

6) You get the same high quality 
Ultrablend heating oil delivered 
to our traditional customers.
For more information about  

Easy Pay, visit our web site at www.
hartandiliff.com or give us a call at 
973-383-1421.

Under recently passed legislation most New 
Jersey residents with underground oil tanks can 
qualify for a grant to remove their tank and re-
place it with an above ground tank like the Roth 
Double Wall Safety Tank, shown above.

If I remove my underground tank and it 
is leaking, are funds still available to pay 
for the cleanup?

Yes, as long as you meet the income and 
net worth requirements.

continued on page 4
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In Case Of
Emergency

Homeland security experts say that every
household should stockpile supplies of food
and water in case of natural or man-made
disasters. According to the Center for
Infectious Disease Research, each household
should have at least a month’s supply of food.
It recommends stockpiling these non-
perishables:

• Ready-to-eat canned meats, fruits,
vegetables and soups

• Protein and fruit bars
• Dry cereal and granola
• Peanut butter and nuts
• Dried fruit
• Crackers
• Canned juices and powdered milk
• Pet food

The Seattle Public Utility Commission
recommends that you figure on one gallon of
water per person (and pet) per day in your
household. This will cover both drinking and
sanitation needs.

Sleep Tight
For the best night’s sleep, the Better

Sleep Council recommends keeping the
temperature in your bedroom at 60˚to 65˚F
(16˚ to 18˚C). Warmer or cooler tempera-
tures can cause restlessness and interrupt
your slumber.

Where’s The Remote?
The first remote control devices were invented for military purposes. The German

Navy used remote-controlled motorboats in World War I, and radio-controlled bombs
and other weapons were used in World War II. Later, in the 1940s, came automatic garage
door openers. The first television remote was invented in 1950 by Zenith and was called
“Lazy Bones.” It was attached to the set with a cable.

The first wireless TV remote was invented in 1956 by Eugene Polley, a Zenith engi-
neer. The “Flashmatic” was a flashlight-shaped ray gun that used light beams to trigger
four photo cells in the corners of the TV cabinet—one each for on, for off, for changing
channels and for mute. Modern remote controls, which use infrared light beams, were
developed in the 1980s.

According to the Consumer Electronics Association, the average American household
has a minimum of four remotes. Most are for the television, but others are used to
operate air conditioners, ceiling fans, house lights, car doors and stereo equipment.

Cement Palace
Termites wouldn’t like the house that Maine’s Mike Mercier has built. Mercier built his

house out of concrete—85 yards of it. From the outside, the new 2,300-square-foot
ranch-style home doesn’t look a lot different from most. The basement and foot-thick
exterior walls are made of concrete—but so are the floors, windowsills, countertops and
end tables. Mercier and his wife are often asked if their bed is concrete. It is not.

Mercier, who has run a concrete contracting business for three decades, said he got
the idea of building a concrete house from an exhibit he visited at a World of Concrete
convention. Construction involved no wood framing or plywood, just windows, siding
and interior sheetrock. Hollow foam blocks were stacked and angled inside the walls
before concrete was pumped around it. Even some of the furniture inside is molded
concrete.

“The end tables are so cute,” says Sue Mercier.
The walls are so soundproof that the Merciers’ dog has a hard time hearing people

come up the driveway now.
Such a home is energy efficient, because foam and concrete homes use less oil to heat,

Mercier says. But a concrete home costs 10%-15% more to build than a traditional wood-
frame home, he adds.

—from Associated Press



Fall 2006

A Bite Of The Apple
The University of Illinois Agricultural Extension Service notes these apple facts:

• There are 2,500 apple varieties grown in the United States and 7,500 varieties grown
worldwide.

• Apples grow in all the states, but 36 raise them commercially. The United States is
second only to China in apple
production.
• The top apple-producing
states are Washington, New
York, Michigan, California,
Pennsylvania and Virginia.
• There are 8,000 apple growers
with orchards covering more
than 430,000 acres in the
United States.
• There are 7,000 apple
orchards in Canada; the
leading province is Ontario.

• Apple trees take four to five years to produce their first fruit. The average tree yields 20
bushels per year.

• The average American eats 65 apples a year.
• The U.S. Department of Agriculture values the annual apple crop at $1.5 billion, making

it the second most valuable fruit crop (after oranges).

Betcha Didn’t
Know…
• A baseball has exactly 108 stitches.
• Cockroaches can run up to 3 mph.
• “Hussy” originally meant “housekeeper.”
• The bar symbol used on slot machines is

derived from a Bell Fruit Gum logo.
• The average human will shed 40 pounds

of skin in a lifetime.
• About 26% of the land in Melbourne,

Australia, is reserved for parks.
• Earth is the densest planet in our solar

system.
• The name Jeep came from the military

abbreviation GP, short for the army’s
General Purpose Vehicle.

• A new car depreciates 20%-30% the
moment it’s driven off the dealer’s lot.

• Ancient Egyptians could be put to death
for mistreating a cat.

• Fidel Castro once worked as a Hollywood
extra.

• Pain travels through your body at 350 feet
per second.

• Hawaii has three interstate highways.
—from dribbleglass.com

What America Eats
According to the NPD Group, a market

research firm, the average American family
of four eats 6,000 pounds of food a year.
Here’s how that breaks down per person
(compiled by various affiliated associa-
tions):

• 25 gallons of milk a year
• 19.5 gallons of bottled water
• 211 pounds of meat (red meat, poultry

and fish)
• 125 pounds of potatoes
• 53 pounds of bread
• 30 pounds of lettuce
• 24 pounds of candy
• 22 pounds of tomatoes, half in the form

of ketchup and tomato sauce
• 20 pounds of pasta, with spaghetti the

most popular, followed by lasagna
• 68 quarts of popcorn
• 24 quarts of ice cream
• 46 slices of pizza, with pepperoni being

the favorite topping
• 4.5 pounds of broccoli.

Intelligent Design
In the housing industry, plenty of places set tight rules for pets. But some savvy builders

and landlords are providing appealing perks for people and their pooches.
The design for a luxury high-rise being built in Orlando, Fla., includes a handy option for

pup’s quick potty breaks: pet-walk areas with artificial grass on three levels of the parking
garage.

A similar setup is available for dogs at Harbor Steps apartments in downtown Seattle.
When it’s raining, canine residents use a fenced section of the parking garage with wood
chips and a fake fire hydrant. A hose and drain make maintenance easy.

Neo Lofts in Miami offers condo residents their own private dog park on the property.
Along with a running path, the park features drinking and washing stations.

—from Dog Fancy

How Well Do You Know Your Body?
Test your knowledge of the human body. Are the statements below true or false?
• More than half the bones in the human body are in the hands and feet.
• The heart beats about 3 billion times in the average person’s lifetime.
• Everyone is colorblind at birth.
• The skin in the largest organ.
• The surface area of the lungs is approximately the size of a tennis court.

Answers: All the answers are True.

A Penny For Your Thoughts
Did you know that, according to a 2005 poll, 55% of Americans are opposed to losing the

penny as a form of American currency? And, 25% of pennies end up in landfills, according
to The Coin Coalition.

—from mental_floss magazine
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Is It Time To Replace Your Underground Tank?

On June 28, 2006, the New Jersey  
Legislature passed a bill that made  
significant changes to the Petro-

leum Underground Storage Tank Re-
mediation, Upgrade and Closure Fund. 
Governor Corzine signed the bill and it 
became law on August 2, 2006.

The UST Fund was designed to help 
oil heat consumers with environmental 
clean up costs resulting from a leaking 
underground storage tank. Up until the 
change, a grant from this fund could 
only be obtained in the event of a leak 
that required a clean up under applicable 
Department of Environmental Protection 
Rules and Regulations. In addition to re-
quiring a leak, a homeowner had to show 
that their taxable income was less than 
$200,000 per year and their net worth, 
not including equity in their principal 
residence and pension or retirement plan 
funds, was less than $200,000.

The new legislation makes three sig-
nificant changes to the law as follows:
1) Up to $3,000 is available to cover the 

costs of removing an underground 
tank and installing a replacement tank 
on a prospective basis before the tank 
leaks.

2) The taxable income requirement has 
been increased to $250,000 per year.

3) The net worth requirement, excluding 
equity in the principal residence and 

How do I apply for a grant to replace my underground tank?
You must file an application with the state. You can obtain a copy of the application from the 

New Jersey Economic Development Authority by calling 609-292-1800. You can also download 
the application and instructions online at www.njeda.com. There is a $250 application fee.

Assuming I meet the taxable income and net worth requirements, can I really qualify 
for a grant?

Yes. However, given the changes in the law, we anticipate there will be a great demand 
for these funds and we recommend you apply early, before the fund becomes depleted.

I participate in the ProGuard Tank and Environmental Protection Program. Does 
that make me ineligible to obtain a grant from the UST Fund?

No, as long as you meet the income and net worth requirements, you can still qualify 
for a grant.

Can Hart & Iliff help me with this process?
Yes. If you have questions or problems completing the application, call us and we 

will be glad to help. In addition, we can install the new tank for you and arrange for the 
removal of your underground tank. For information, call us at 973-383-1421.

any pension or retirement plan funds, 
has increased to $500,000.
If the tank is removed and a leak is 

found, you can still obtain a grant to cov-
er the cost of the clean up provided you 
meet the income and net worth require-
ments. Instructions and an application 
can be downloaded from the Internet 
at www.njeda.com or obtained by calling 
the Economic Development Authority at 
609-292-1800.

The fund currently contains more 
than $90 million. We anticipate that with 
these changes there will be a large number 
of grant applications filed with the state. 
Therefore, if you are interested in taking 
advantage of this opportunity to upgrade 
your tank, we encourage you to file as soon 
as possible, while funds are still available.

If you have any questions about the 
new legislation or the UST Fund, call us at 
973-383-1421.

Q&A… continued from page 1


