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Q&A: U.S. Oil Production
This quarter our Questions & Answers segment discusses surging U.S. oil production. 

How much oil does the United States produce on a daily basis?
According to the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA), total U.S. crude oil 

production in August 2014 averaged 8.6 million barrels per day.

How does this compare to oil production in the recent past?
As recently as 2008, U.S. daily oil production averaged 5 million barrels per day. This 

represents an increase of more than 70% over the last six years, and 8.6 million barrels per 
day is the highest monthly production total since July 1986.

 
What are the major sources of this increased production?

The additional production is coming from horizontal drilling and hydraulic fracturing 
from shale formations in North Dakota, Texas, New Mexico and other states.

Will U.S. oil production continue to grow?
The EIA recently raised its estimated 2015 U.S. oil output to 9.53 million barrels per 

day. This would be the most oil produced in the U.S. since 1970. Adam Sieminski, the 
administrator of the EIA, says, “Rising monthly crude oil production…will approach  
10 million barrels a day in late 2015.”

What impact has rising U.S. oil 
production had on imports of foreign 
crude oil?

As recently as 2010, the United States 
imported approximately 50% of the crude oil 
it consumed. Sieminski says that by late 
2015, rising U.S. oil production should cut 
U.S. fuel imports to approximately 20% of 
domestic demand, the lowest level since 
1968.

What impact will rising U.S. oil 
production have on oil prices?

As U.S. production continues to 
increase, the law of supply and demand 
should, over time, cause oil prices 
to decrease. The price of West Texas 
Intermediate Crude declined from $96.08 a 
barrel in August 2014 to $81.21 a barrel in 
October 2014. For more information about 
the effect of increasing U.S. oil production 
on petroleum prices, visit the EIA website at 
www.eia.gov. 

Season’s 
Greetings!
As the holiday season 

and new year approach, we 
wish to thank you again for 
your business. As a small 
token of our appreciation, we 
have enclosed a 2015 energy 
and money-saving calendar. 
This issue of Comfort Line 
discusses surging U.S. 
oil production, the new 
Master HVACR license, 
GPS tracking, Ultra Low 
Sulfur Diesel available at our 
Newton facility, and winter 
snow and ice.

As always, we appreciate 
the opportunity to be of 
service. If we can assist you 
in any way, please call us at 
973-383-1421 or email us at 
info@hartandiliff.com. Your 
comfort is our business. Have 
a joyous holiday season and a 
happy and healthy New Year!

Season’s 
Greetings!

The EIA recently raised its estimated 2015 
U.S. oil output to 9.53 million barrels per day. 
This would be the most oil produced in the 
U.S. since 1970.
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Cutlery maker Oneida Limited 
originally started as a what?

The 6,288-foot summit of New Hampshire’s 
Mount Washington has some of the worst 
weather in the world. 

Natural Facts
• Nearly two-thirds of the earth’s surface is covered by water. If the earth were 

flat, water would cover everything in a layer two miles deep.
• Tired of the cold weather? Take a vacation on the hottest planet in the solar 

system–Venus. At more than 800 degrees, it is hotter than Mercury because 
the clouds and carbon dioxide hold in most of the heat received from the sun.

• Water is the only substance on earth that is lighter as a solid than a liquid.
• The biggest canyons in the world are under water. Beneath the Bering Sea off 

Alaska, there are seven giant canyons: Bering Canyon, 240 miles long; Navarin 
Canyon, 60 miles wide; Zhemchung Canyon, 9,000 feet deep. In comparison, 
the Grand Canyon is only 10 miles 
wide, one mile deep and 250 miles 
long.

• Seeds from a wild flower, the Artic 
Lupine, found in Alaska, have 
grown in the lab after being frozen 
in the ground for more than 10,000 
years.

• The bristle-cone pine, which 
grows in the deserts of Nevada 
and California, is the oldest living 
species in the United States. Some 
are believed to be 4,600 years old 
and can live to be 5,500 years old.

• The 6,288-foot summit of New 
Hampshire’s Mount Washington has some of the worst weather in the world. 
The strongest wind measured was 231 miles per hour. The official low is -47˚F, 
but the cold often combines with the wind to produce wind-chills of -150˚F. 
The ground is permanently frozen in a layer from 20-to-100 feet below the 
surface. Since 1851, more than 100 people have died of falls or exposure on the 
mountain.

That’s The Sway To Do It!
One of the world’s tallest buildings—Taipei 101, in Taipei, Taiwan—has 

been carefully designed to withstand the extreme forces of strong winds. 
At more than 1,650 feet tall, the structure sways in the wind and must be 
flexible so that its walls do not shatter. Engineers came up with a clever 
solution—they installed a 730-ton steel ball that acts as a huge pendulum, 
absorbing the energy of the to-and-fro movements and ensuring that the 
swaying movements do not build up.

Five Questions
1) Which of these actors has not 

portrayed the gunslinger Wyatt 
Earp?

a) Kevin Costner
b) Jimmy Stewart
c) Henry Fonda
d) Steve McQueen

2) Which of these authors pursued a 
singing career before writing?

a) Dan Brown
b) Edgar Allan Poe
c) Joan Didion
d) Tom Clancy

3) Cutlery and tableware maker 
Oneida Limited originally started 
as a what?

a) Canadian crime guild
b) Free love commune
c) Albanian death cult
d) Upstate New York winery

4) Which territory did President 
Ulysses S. Grant plan to annex 
during Reconstruction?

a) Dominican Republic
b) Cuba
c) Alberta
d) Nova Scotia

5) Whose picture did Albert Einstein 
hang on his study wall?

a) Isaac Newton
b) Franklin Delano Roosevelt
c) His cat
d) His mother

—from mental_floss

Answers: 1) d 2) a (Brown made a CD called Angels & 
Demons before writing the book. It even used the same 
cover art.) 3) b (They were called “Perfectionists.”) 4) a 5) a

One Big Happy Family?
The economy is bringing us closer together, though that may not be a good 

thing. The Census Bureau recently reported a distinct rise in the number of 
“doubled-up” households, defined as having at least one resident 18 years old or 
older who’s not the head of the household, a spouse, or a cohabitating partner. In 
2011, about 69.2 million adults (30% of the U.S. population) were doubled up, an 
increase from 61.7 million (27%) in 2007.

Doubling up tends to keep younger Americans out of poverty, but it also 
reduces demand for household products like furniture and appliances—a 
negative side effect for the U.S. economy.



Keep your 
bedroom 
comfortable. 
Create a 
dark, cool 
environment 
for sleeping.

SPEED BUMP               Dave Coverly

Entrepreneurial 
Advice For Life

You may not want to run your 
own business, but the advice of 
entrepreneurs can apply to your work 
and your life no matter what your 
goals are. Consider these tips from the 
world of business when making life's 
decisions:
• Network as much as you can. 

The more people in your network, 
the wider the scope of advice and 
expertise you can call upon. 

• Learn to adapt. Things change, so 
cultivate an attitude of flexibility 
and growth. Even while sticking to 
your principles, don’t stop looking 
for better ways to do things, different 
paths to take, and new approaches to 
familiar problems.

• Follow your passion. Identify what’s 
most important to you, and use your 
passion and excitement to decide 
what you really want to do with your 
life. Be realistic and channel your 
energy into goals that inspire you.

• Make decisions promptly. 
Procrastinating on necessary 
decisions wastes time and 
opportunity. Gather as much 
information as you can, but don’t let 
that take over the process. Learn to 
tolerate a little uncertainty so you 
can move forward.

Sleep Peacefully
A good night’s sleep is vital to good health: Without it, fatigue and loss of 

concentration can lead to accidents. Experts say lack of sleep may also contribute 
to health problems such 
as heart disease, diabetes 
and obesity. To get your 
40 winks, follow this 
advice:
• Keep a regular 
schedule. Going to 
bed and getting up at 
roughly the same time 
every day makes falling 
asleep easier. Establish 
a bedtime routine 
that prepares you for 
slumber: Drink a glass 
of milk or herb tea, read 

something relaxing, or listen to quiet music.
• Exercise. Regular aerobic exercise reduces stress and helps your body relax 

when it needs to. Just don’t do a workout right before you go to bed. Exercise at 
least 4–5 hours before bedtime for the best effects.

• Limit your eating and drinking. You don’t want to go to bed hungry, but 
avoid large meals right before getting into your PJs. Watch your intake of 
stimulants like caffeine or nicotine, both of which can keep you awake. Alcohol 
may knock you out, but it disrupts the body’s normal sleep patterns. Drinking 
too much water can rouse you to go to the bathroom in the middle of the night, 
and going back to sleep may be difficult.

• Don’t force it. If you don’t feel yourself dropping off after 15 or 20 minutes, 
don’t lie there worrying. Get up, go to another room, and read or listen to 
gentle music until you feel drowsy. Though most experts advise against 
watching TV right before sleep, you may find it easier to relax if you watch 
something that’s not too stimulating.

• Keep your bedroom comfortable. Create a dark, cool environment for 
sleeping. Make sure your mattress and pillow aren’t causing problems. If you 
work at home, don’t locate your office in the bedroom—the presence of work-
related stimuli may feed stress and anxiety.

• Limit daytime naps. If you really can’t keep your eyes open during the day, 
take a quick nap of 30 minutes or so, but don’t sleep for hours. Long naps can 
interfere with your ability to sleep at night.

• Sleep facing north. Some people contend that sleeping with your head pointed 
north aligns your body with the Earth’s magnetic field and makes sleep come 
more easily.

Keep Your Kitchen Clear Of Germs
One key to preventing illness is keeping your kitchen clean. Follow these 

simple tips for maintaining a germ-free cooking area:
• Wash all countertops often with hot, soapy water and a clean sponge, 

especially before preparing any meals.
• Clean up spilled food right away.
• Keep your counters free of foreign objects—mail, newspapers, bags, etc.—that 

might leave dirt or germs behind.
• Wash dish towels, sponges and other cleaning items regularly.



Have you liked us on Facebook yet? Keep up with all the latest heating and cooling news…
www.facebook.com/pages/Hart-Iliff-Fuel-and-Energy-Systems/395449910510865?ref=ts&fref=ts

Hart & Iliff is implementing GPS technology to track 
our service vans and oil trucks. We believe this technology 
will allow us to route our vehicles more effectively, thereby 
improving the level of service we are able to provide.

If, for example, you call for emergency service, it will allow 
us to look at a tracking screen and quickly determine which 
of our technicians is closest to your location. This type of 
information should allow us to provide you with faster and 
more efficient service.

We are now offering premium quality Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel (ULSD) at our Newton facility at 4 Hampton Street. In addition, if you 
have your own diesel tank, we can make bulk deliveries to your location. Please call us for details.

Hart & Iliff is one of the first heating, ventilating, air 
conditioning and refrigeration (HVACR) contractors in New 
Jersey to receive the new Master HVACR Contractor License. 
Our license (#19 HC00083800) became effective on August 22, 
2014. All future HVACR work will be performed under this 
license number. We also anticipate that all of our technicians 
will receive their Master HVACR Contractor Licenses.

Undoubtedly, the cold weather this winter will bring our share of ice and snow. Please take the following actions to help us make 
sure you get your winter deliveries in a timely manner:
1) Clear a path to your fill pipe so that the driver can easily locate it.

 2) When you plow your driveway, keep in mind that oil trucks are nine feet wide and do not have four-wheel drive.
 3) If your driveway is not clear and dry, please salt and sand for the oil truck.
 4) Trim low-hanging tree branches to accommodate an 11-foot-high oil truck.
 5) If you want to know when you can expect your next delivery, call us at 973-383-1421.

Winter Snow And Ice: 5 Things You Can Do

Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel Now Available At Hart & Iliff

Hart & Iliff 
Implementing GPS

Hart & Iliff Receives 
Master HVACR 
Contractor License

Oil trucks are nine feet wide and do not have four-wheel drive.
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