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Q&A: Steel Tanks
This quarter our Questions & Answers segment discusses issues regarding steel oil tanks.

Are steel tanks still used for oil tank installations?
Yes, steel tanks are still in use. However, we believe that the Roth double wall safety tank 

is the best option. The Roth tank was introduced into the U.S. market approximately 15 years 
ago. Although Roth is a German company, the tank is manufactured in upstate New York.

How long can I expect an underground steel tank to last?
The answer depends on the following factors:

• Whether the tank contains a coating.
• The thickness of the steel.
• The soil conditions.
• The location of the water table in relation to the tank.
• The amount of electrical activity in the ground. Some newer tanks have sacrificial 

anodes (like the hulls of ships at sea) to protect the tank from electrical activity in the 
ground.
All of these factors come into play in determining the longevity of the tank. In cases 

where there is a great deal of electrical activity or the wall of the tank is thin gauge, 
the life span of an underground tank can be 10 years or less. In cases where there is a 
small amount of electrical activity or the tank wall is thick gauge, the longevity of an 
underground tank can be 50 years or more.

If an underground tank leaks, can I apply for a grant from the New Jersey 
Underground Storage Tank (UST) Fund to help pay for the clean up?

You can qualify for a grant to help pay the costs of a cleanup if you meet the income 
and net worth requirements.

I have an underground steel tank. What can I do to protect myself?
If your underground tank is more than 10 years old, you might want to consider 

replacing it with an aboveground Roth tank. In the event of a leak, other options would be 
to rely on the state fund or obtain tank leak coverage through ProGuard. For underground 
tanks, ProGuard offers $100,000 in coverage for both first and third party (cleanup of 
ground water and contamination migrating to a neighbor’s property) claims. ProGuard 
requires a tank test and costs $290 per year. If you want to add voluntary pull coverage, 
there’s an additional premium of $175 per year.

How long can I expect an aboveground steel tank to last?
We’ve seen aboveground steel tanks last for over 30 years, as well as less than seven 

years. Aboveground tanks are generally 14-gauge or 12-gauge. A 12-gauge tank is 
approximately 30% thicker than a 14-gauge tank and correspondingly can be expected to 
last longer.

Can I tell how long an aboveground steel tank might last by looking at the condition 
of the exterior of the tank?

Aboveground tanks frequently corrode from the inside out, so looking at the exterior 

Winter Snow 
And Ice

Undoubtedly, the cold weather this 
winter will bring our share of ice and 
snow. Please take the following actions 
to help us make sure you get your 
winter deliveries in a timely manner:

1) Clear a path to your fill pipe so the 
driver can easily locate it.

2) When you plow your driveway, 
keep in mind that oil trucks are 
9 feet wide and do not have four 
wheel drive.

3) If your driveway is not clear and 
dry, please salt and sand for the oil 
truck.

4) Trim low-hanging tree branches to 
accommodate an 11-foot-high oil 
truck.

5) If you want to know when you can 
expect your next delivery, call us at 
973-383-1421.

continued on page 4
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If you played 
52 Pickup with 
a pinochle 
deck, it could 
be called what?
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Distractions A Danger On The Road
The road can be a dangerous place, especially if you’re not paying attention 

to it behind the wheel. A study 
commissioned by Ford Motor 
Company found that 83% of adults, 
and 76% of teenagers, consider 
distracted driving to be at least 
as dangerous as drunk driving—
but parents are 40% more likely to 
check their cell phones in transit 
than their teen children.

But as hazardous as distracted 
driving may be, distracted 
walking can be just as deadly: A 
Liberty Mutual Insurance study 
of 1,000 adults found that 60% of 
pedestrians walk while texting, 
emailing, talking on the phone 
or listening to music—even though 70% said they consider such activities to be 
dangerous. And they’re right: The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
reports that 1,152 people were treated in emergency rooms in 2011 for injuries 
received while using a cell phone or some other electronic device as they walked.

Srsly, Texting Takes A Toll On 
Communication Skills

The days of long, elegantly written letters composed on fine stationery may 
be gone, but someday soon we may be nostalgic for good old-fashioned email. 
Texting appears to be the communication vehicle of choice for young people, 
according to OnlineCollege.org: Boys 13-17 send an average of 2,539 texts a 
month, and teenage girls send 4,050. A 2010 survey found that 43% of teenagers 
purchased a cell phone primarily for texting, not for talking to people.

The impact on communication? 50% of teens surveyed said they don’t bother 
with proper punctuation or grammar when texting, and 11% believe electronic 
communication has a negative effect on their writing skills. Still, 86% agree that 
good writing skills are important for success in life.

Trivial Matters
1) Ben & Jerry’s co-founder Ben 

Cohen suffers from anosmia, a 
severe lack of which sense?

a) Taste
b) Smell
c) Sight
d) Hearing

2) In much of Colonial America, the 
term “bachelor” referred to an 
unmarried man who did not what?

a) Own property
b) Know how to read
c) Have living parents
d) Have British ancestry

3) “Avoid missing ball for high score” 
was the sole instruction for which 
video game?

a) Donkey Kong
b) Space Invaders
c) Frogger
d) Pong

4) Giza 45 and Giza 88 are two 
different classifications of what?

a) Wool
b) Cotton
c) Leather
d) Hemp

5) If you played 52 Pickup with a 
pinochle deck, it could be called 
what?

a) 22 Pickup
b) 26 Pickup
c) 40 Pickup
d) 48 Pickup

—from mental_floss
Answers: 1) b (This led him to place a greater emphasis on 
ice cream’s texture.) 2) a (An unmarried man who did own 
property was considered a master.) 3) d 4) b (Egyptian cotton 
is classified according to its origin.) 5) d (A pinochle deck 
has two each of the 9, 10, jack, queen, king and ace cards of 
all four suits.)

Religion Still A Force In American Life
Despite surveys indicating a growing tide of atheism in the United States, a 

Gallup poll has found that 69% of Americans consider themselves to be either 
moderately or very religious (with 40% in the “very religious” camp).

The survey, which conducted some 320,000 interviews from January to 
November 2012, found that African-Americans are more religious than any 
other racial/ethnic group in the country, and that followers of Mormonism are 
the most religious of any specific religious group. (Jews are the least religious.)

The most religious states are in the Southeast, including Alabama, Louisiana 
and Mississippi; the least religious are in the Northeast and Northwest—states 
like Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont, along with Alaska, Oregon and 
Washington.

And religious belief appears to grow with age: Americans tend to be least 
religious around age 23, and most religious when they hit 80.
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Share Household 
Responsibilities 
Stress-Free

Most working parents come 
up with a plan to share their 
home responsibilities. Here are 
some suggestions for a system 
that maximizes cooperation and 
minimizes explosive conflicts that 
can strain family relationships:
• Start with a common goal. 

Acknowledge that you both want 
the same thing—a harmonious 
home where responsibilities are 
equally shared. Talk about what 
that means to everyone so you all 
understand what’s important to 
each other.

• Keep salaries out of the picture. 
Determining who does what in the 
house shouldn’t be dependent on 
who makes more money. Consider 
personal preferences for particular 
chores, who has the most time, and 
who does the best job. 

• Assign high-stress chores evenly. 
Some tasks—like doing the taxes—
are more demanding than others. 
Others need to be done according 
to other people’s schedules (feeding 
hungry kids now versus paying bills 
later in the evening). Make sure 
responsibilities are divided up fairly 
in terms of both time constraints 
and effort involved.

Slice Dollars Off Energy Bills
As fuel prices rise, saving money on energy has become more important than 

ever. Here’s how to take a more frugal approach to your energy use:
• Turn down the water temperature. If you have to dilute 

your hot water with cold to prevent scalding yourself, 
adjust your water heater.

• Insulate your electrical outlets. This helps prevent 
a rush of cold air from flowing into the house. Most 
electric companies provide insulating foam pads.

• Caulk your windows. And when spring comes, take the 
caulking off and put it in a plastic bag to be used again. 
Cover extremely drafty windows with plastic sheets.

• Use a heater jacket to insulate your hot water pipes and 
your water heaters. Remember: only if you’ve got an 
older heater with no insulation of its own.

• Wash your dishes correctly. Fill the basin with hot 
water when you do your dishes. You’ll use less water and 
save on all that heat for water that would just go down 
the drain as you rinse.

• Do not use the dry cycle on your dishwasher. Open the 
door and let them air dry.

• Let the air dry your clothes. Dry your wash on a clothesline or a wooden drying 
stand in the bathroom.

• Make full use of your oven. While baking that casserole, slip in another dish 
you can freeze for later.

• Vacuum the coils behind your refrigerator every four to six months. This helps 
to cut electrical use and will cut down on the noise your refrigerator spews.

What’s In A Name?
Your name is a big part of who you are, and how other people see you. Just 

ask the title character of the famous Johnny Cash song, “A Boy Named Sue.” So 
do you like your first name?

A poll conducted on behalf of the advertising firm BOHAN found that 87% 
of Americans do like their first names, and a third of participants actually love 
theirs. Uniqueness is a plus to some: 23% say they like their first name because 
it’s unusual.

Men are a little more likely to like their names than women—90% versus 
84%. Only about 13% in the survey don’t appreciate their first names, and 3% 
actively hate them. The most common reason: names that are difficult to spell or 
pronounce.

Prepared For Anything?
One rainy evening, Mary and John emerged from a restaurant after dinner 

to find that they’d locked their only set of keys in the car. John insisted he could 
open the door with a wire coat hanger, but the restaurant didn’t have any. So 
Mary waited inside while he ran through the pouring rain to a hardware store 
four blocks away to buy one.

After fifteen minutes, he managed to pop the lock. He waved for Mary to run 
out and jump in the car, and started it up. As they drove away, John, soaked to 
the bone, put the wire hanger under his seat.

“Now if this happens again,” he said, “we’ll have one right here.”



Have you liked us on Facebook yet? Keep up with all the latest heating and cooling news…
www.facebook.com/pages/Hart-Iliff-Fuel-and-Energy-Systems/395449910510865?ref=ts&fref=ts

Hart & Iliff Plumbing Celebrates 
Two-Year Anniversary

On August 1st, Hart & Iliff Plumbing and Heating, LLC celebrated its second 
year in business. Many of you have used our plumbing services and we wish to 
thank you for your business and for your support. We have received a great many 
positive comments about our plumbing services. Please give us a try the next time 
you need a plumber. You’ll be glad you did.

of the tank does not give you a fair indication of the remaining 
useful life. Years ago we had a customer who painted his tank 
every year, so the exterior looked perfect. However, the tank 
nonetheless developed a leak.

If an aboveground tank leaks, can I apply for a grant from the 
New Jersey UST Fund to help pay for the clean up?

The New Jersey UST Fund does not offer any coverage in the 
case of a leaking aboveground storage tank.

I have an aboveground steel tank. What can I do to protect 
myself against a tank leak? 

If your tank is more than five years old, we suggest that you 

either consider replacing it with a Roth tank or carrying ProGuard 
Tank Protection coverage. While this may seem like overkill in 
the case of a five-year-old tank, recently a customer’s six-year-old 
aboveground steel tank sprung a leak. The cost of the cleanup is in 
excess of $30,000.

How does ProGuard’s aboveground tank coverage work?
ProGuard’s aboveground tank protection program provides 

$50,000 of cleanup coverage in the event of a leak. This protection 
covers both first and third party (cleanup of groundwater and 
contamination that migrates to a neighbor’s property) claims. The 
cost is $40 per year.

For more information, call us at 973-383-1421.

Q&A: Steel Tanks…

U.S. Department of Energy 
Approves Fourth LNG Plant

The U.S. Department of Energy approved the application of Dominion 
Resources’ Cove Point LP to export liquefied natural gas (LNG) from its Cove 
Point terminal in Lusby, Md. This is the fourth application approved by the 
U.S. Department of Energy. The other approved LNG facilities are Cheniere 
Energy’s Sabine Pass Liquification LLC in Camerson Parish, La., Freeport 
LNG Expansion LLC in Quintana Island, Texas, and Lake Charles Exports 
LLC in Lake Charles, La. The Department of Energy has an additional 19 
LNG export applications currently under review.

Natural gas prices in other parts of the world are more than five times 
higher than in the U.S. As natural gas exports ramp up, natural gas prices in 
the U.S. will increase as the price disparity around the world decreases.

Our Holiday Wish for You!
On behalf of the entire Hart ! Iliff staff, we wish you a 

safe and happy holiday season, and a healthy and prosperous 2014.
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