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Q&A: Oil Tank Coverage
This quarter our Questions and Answers segment discusses available oil tank cleanup and 
replacement coverage.

 Is the New Jersey Petroleum Underground Storage Tank Remediation, Upgrade and 
Closure Fund (UST Fund) currently available to help pay the costs of remediations, 
upgrades and closures?

 On May 3, 2011, the UST Fund ran out of funds and stopped accepting applications to 
cover the cost to remove and replace underground storage tanks. However, the fund is still 
accepting applications for the cleanup of a leaking underground storage tank. Since funds 
are not currently available, UST Fund applications are date-stamped and will be considered 
when additional funding becomes available. It is not anticipated that funding will be 
available before July 2014.

 Can anyone with a leaking underground tank qualify for a grant from the UST Fund?
 Grants are available to homeowners with taxable income of less than $250,000 per year. 

In addition, eligible homeowners must have a net worth of less than $500,000, not including 
the equity in their principal residence and any pension or qualified plan money.

 Are there private plans available to help with the cleanup and replacement of a leaking 
underground or aboveground oil tank?

 In our opinion, the best private plan currently available is the ProGuard program. 
ProGuard offers $50,000 of cleanup coverage and $1,500 of replacement coverage for leaking 
aboveground tanks. For underground tanks, the program offers $100,000 of cleanup 
coverage and $1,500 for tank replacement. In both cases the oil lines are covered and the 
contract is transferable to a new homeowner.

 Is ProGuard coverage limited to cleanups on my property (first party coverage)?
 The ProGuard program offers both first and third party coverage. First party coverage 

is for soil cleanup on your property. Third party coverage is for ground water contamination 
and contamination that has migrated onto a neighbor’s property.

 What is the annual cost of the ProGuard program?
 $40 per year for aboveground tanks; $290 per year for underground tanks. 

 What is required to obtain ProGuard coverage?
 A homeowner questionnaire must be completed for aboveground tanks. A site 

inspection is required for underground tanks. In addition, a tank test is required for 
underground tanks that have not previously been covered by a tank protection program.

 Can underground tank customers in the Tank Easy program roll into ProGuard 
without a tank test?

 Yes, with a $2,500 deductible in the first year.

 Are voluntary pulls of underground tanks covered by the ProGuard program?
 There is a one year waiting period and an additional fee of $175 per year for voluntary 

pull coverage on underground tanks. Customers rolling into ProGuard from Tank Easy 
cannot elect voluntary pull coverage in the first year.

 What are the regular ProGuard program deductibles?
 The deductible is $500 for aboveground tanks, $1,000 for underground tanks and $3,000 

in the case of a voluntary pull of an underground tank.

Sulfur Content 
Of Heating Fuel 
To Be Reduced

Heating oil and diesel fuel are 
essentially identical products. The 
only difference between the fuels 
is the sulfur content, plus a red dye 
is added to heating oil and off-road 
diesel to prevent evasion of the road 
taxes charged for on-road diesel.

The present sulfur content of 
heating oil sold in New Jersey is 
2,000 parts per million (ppm). The 
sulfur content of both on- and off-
road ultra low sulfur diesel (ULSD) 
is currently 15 ppm. This difference 
in the sulfur content of heating oil 
and diesel fuel sold in New Jersey 
will be eliminated according to the 
following schedule:

• July 1, 2014 - Sulfur content of 
heating oil reduced to 500 ppm

• July 1, 2016 - Sulfur content of 
heating oil reduced to 15 ppm

The reduced sulfur content 
of heating oil will offer a number 
of benefits to consumers. ULSD 
heating oil will burn cleaner and 
may eliminate the need to tune-up 
equipment on an annual basis.
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by founding a brand of what musical 
accessory?

Fall 2013

Practice Open Communication To 
Avoid Money Problems

Family discussions about money can be stressful and difficult. But if you, 
your spouse and the rest of your family take some time every once in a while to 
talk about your spending habits and your attitudes 
about money, you’ll eliminate many unpleasant 
financial surprises in the long run.

Here are some tips for holding a profitable 
conversation:
• Take a collaborative approach. Include all family 

members in financial discussions. Let everyone 
express an opinion—including your children. 
Family members will be more supportive of 
decisions about spending if they feel their thoughts 
have been taken into consideration.

• Identify the main issues. Without casting blame, 
look at your major spending issues. Is too much 
money being spent in general, for example, or are 
you overspending in one specific area? Is your 
family spending too much money at the beginning 
of the month, leaving no funds for the end of the month?

• Use “I” statements. Avoid making accusations when discussing problems. For 
instance, you might want to say: “I get stressed out at the end of the month 
because we spend all our money in the first two weeks of the pay period. Is 
there anything we can do to avoid this situation?”

• Be willing to negotiate. Try to come to an agreement everyone can live with. 
For instance, a deal with your child might be: “Instead of cutting out movies 
altogether, let’s say no more than two movies per pay period, and only one 
movie per weekend.” When everyone gets part of what he or she wants, you’ll 
all be happier.

Grocery Bills On A Downward Trend
You can spend a lot of money on groceries if you’re so inclined, but some 

people get by spending as little as possible. The Gallup Organization recently 
reported that Americans spend an average of $151 per week on food. Ten percent 
say they spend $300 or more a week; 8% spend less than $50.

Adjusted for inflation, though, the average (or mean) is actually down from 
years past. In 2012 dollars, the average American spent up to $234 weekly 
in 1966 and 1967, a trend that drifted downward until a spike of $214 a week 
during the mid-1980s. The last time Gallup asked the question in its surveys, in 
1987, the figure was $106 per week.

Trivial Matters
1) In 1950, the first use of the 

teleprompter was for what?
a) A news broadcast
b) A soap opera
c) A political speech
d) A TV commercial

2) Where would you find Darwin’s 
tubercle?

a) In a salad
b) At the zoo
c) On your ear
d) At the voting booth

3) Seventeenth-century alchemist 
Avedis Zildjian never successfully 
created gold, but he did strike it 
rich by founding a brand of what 
musical accessory?

a) Guitar strings
b) Cymbals
c) Violin bows
d) Piano keys

4) In 1984, the shuttle Challenger 
carried 3,300 what on its mission?

a) Waffles
b) Bees
c) Cassette tapes
d) Beakers

5) Where might you find the 
geographical phenomenon known 
as a “black smoker”?

a) On a mountaintop
b) In a volcano
c) On the ocean floor
d) On the moon

—from mental_floss

Answers: 1) b (CBS’s short-lived The First Hundred Years) 
2) c (It’s a small projection on the ear’s outside rim, 
possibly a vestige of our ancestor’s pointed ears.) 3) b 4) 
b (Researchers wanted to see if the bees could construct 
honeycombs in a weightless environment.) 5) c

A Staggering Statistic 
Do you feel guilty about not eating everything on your plate? According 

to the ECO Pulse survey from the Shelton Group, a Knoxville, Tennessee-
based environmental consultancy, the average household throws out about 470 
pounds of food a year, a figure that has grown by 50% since 1974. Furthermore, 
Americans waste about 27% of the food available for consumption, a cost of 
about $600 a year for the average family of four. Still, 39% of us at least feel 
guilty about it.
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SPEED BUMP               Dave Coverly

Stash Your Cash
Pirates buried their gold on 

distant, desolate islands. Most of us 
hide our emergency cash somewhere 
in the house, but like Blackbeard 
and Captain Kidd, we worry that a 
determined thief will steal it. If you’re 
looking for someplace less obvious 
than a hollowed-out book to store 
your money, try some of these ideas:
• Air ducts. Most criminals won’t go 

to the trouble of unscrewing an AC 
vent cover looking for cash.

• DVD cases. Slip your cash into 
an envelope and hide it inside 
your DVD of “That Darn Cat!” 
(or a dummy case labeled “Family 
Vacation 2009”).

• Houseplants. You can roll up a wad 
of cash in a plastic prescription bottle 
and bury it in the dirt with your 
azaleas.

• Litter box. Tape a plastic bag 
underneath your kitty’s special box.

• Toy boxes. Because most small 
children don’t keep much cash, 
thieves generally won’t think to 
search their rooms.

• The backyard. Use a jar, or a length 
of PVC drain tubing, to keep your 
cash safe and dry, and bury it in your 
garden.

Word of advice: Make sure your 
spouse, partner and anyone else living 
with you know where your spare cash 
is hidden so it doesn’t get thrown away 
by mistake.

How Does Your Garden Grow?
Planting bulbs in the fall to welcome their blooms in the spring is a pretty 

simple idea, but you’ve got to know how to do it right. For the greatest success, 
bulbs should be planted about six weeks before the ground freezes. When you 
plant the bulbs, you also need to water them.

Here are a few more tips to help you get 
those beautiful spring blossoms going in the 
fall:
• Plant your bulbs at a depth of three times 

their height. Increase this if you live in a 
cold climate to ensure survival over the 
years. If you are planting a group of bulbs, 
remember to plant each bulb at three times 
its width from the previous bulb.

• When planting tulip and daffodil bulbs 
(and other teardrop-shaped bulbs), the 
pointy end should be up. If you can’t tell 
(sometimes it’s hard to distinguish), just 
plant the bulbs on their sides.

• To keep track of your bulbs, try planting 
at least one grape hyacinth (muscari) in 
the middle of the grouping. This bulb 
will sprout leaves in the fall, so you won’t 
accidentally dig into a planted bulb or group 
of bulbs.

• Use a slow-release bulb fertilizer. Sprinkle 
the fertilizer on the ground after planting, in the spring when you see 
breakthrough growth and after the flowers are gone.

• Try adding some sharp gravel in the hole where you plant. It can help keep 
away some underground dwellers who would like to make a dinner of your 
bulbs.

• Don't neaten up the dying foliage after your bulbs have flowered. This 
browning of the leaves is a photosynthetic process and feeds the bulbs so that 
they can come back the following year.

How To Conquer Your Laundry Heap
Do you sometimes feel that no matter how many loads of laundry you do, 

more piles of clothes keep appearing even before you’re finished? Try this system 
to make laundry more efficient and less time-consuming:
• If you wash fewer than five loads per week, select one day to finish the entire 

process: sorting, laundering, folding, ironing and storing.
• If you have several loads, try a daily system, strictly adhering to a morning or 

evening routine and doing one or two loads per day.
• Keep all products you will need close at hand.
• Set aside space for a “repair center” for clothes that need new buttons, 

alterations or mending. Then make all the fixes in one sitting.
• Keep a small dish nearby to collect coins, buttons and other items found in 

pockets.
• Go to the dry cleaner on the same day each week to cut down on multiple 

trips.
• Find a comfortable area to fold clothes. Recruit family members to help. (And 

good luck with that.)
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In 2012, United States oil production increased by 1.04 million barrels per day. This was the 
largest increase of any country in the world and the largest annual increase in U.S. history, 
easily surpassing the 640,000 barrel per day increase in 1967. This dramatic jump represents 

a 14% increase in daily U.S. oil production, to the highest level in more than 20 years.
The majority of the new production is coming from shale rock formations such as the Bakken 

Shale in North Dakota and the Eagle Ford Shale in Texas. New hydraulic fracking and horizontal 
drilling techniques have allowed the U.S. oil industry to recover oil from these previously 
untapped oil reserves. U.S. oil production, which has increased every year since 2008, now stands 
at 8.9 million barrels per day. This makes the United States the third largest oil producer in the 
world after Saudi Arabia at 11.5 million barrels per day and the Russian Federation at 10.6 million 
barrels per day.

The International Energy Agency is projecting that by 2017, the United States will overtake 
Saudi Arabia as the world’s leading oil producer. This increasing level of U.S. oil production, 
coupled with flat consumption, is very good news for our country’s oil consumers.

United States Oil Production Achieves Record High

Have you liked us on Facebook yet? Keep up with all the latest heating and cooling news…
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Hart-Iliff-Fuel-and-Energy-Systems/395449910510865?ref=ts&fref=ts

Our Customers Say It Best…
“Your continuing ability to so promptly dispatch such 

knowledgeable, courteous service technicians is what keeps me a 
very satisfied customer!” —J.L.,Sussex, N.J.

“We are very pleased with your company. You do what you promise 
to do. You arrive when you promise. Your level of service is 
extraordinary compared to the competition.” —J.C., Sparta, N.J.

“Heating system is working well now. Very courteous service 
technician. Thanks.” —A.H., Andover, N.J.

You expect to receive personal attention when you select a fuel oil 
dealer in the Sussex County area. You want a company that considers 
you important and makes a special effort to give you fast, competent 
service. Is this too much to ask today? We don’t think so. It’s the way 
we’ve been taking care of our customers since 1889. At Hart & Iliff, 
we recognize that each customer is unique. This is why we spend 
time getting acquainted, visiting your home and inspecting your 
heating or air conditioning equipment. Today, you expect more than 
service excellence from your fuel oil dealer. That’s why Hart & Iliff 
has been the premier HVAC contractor in Northwest New Jersey for 
more than 120 years.
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