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Questions & Answers: Environmental Coverage
This quarter, our Questions & Answers segment discusses the latest with regard to environmental coverage of underground and 
aboveground oil tanks.

What coverage is available for my oil 
tank?

 There are several programs available 
that provide environmental coverage for 
underground and aboveground oil tanks. 
Historically, the coverage available from oil 
companies covered only soil contamination 
on your property, which is known as first 
party coverage. Contamination migrating 
onto a neighbor’s property or to the 
groundwater, which is known as third 
party coverage, was traditionally offered 
by homeowners insurance companies. 
However, in the last several years many 
homeowners insurance companies have 
eliminated their third party coverage, 
leaving a gap in the coverage available to the 
average homeowner.

 Doesn’t the state have a fund that covers 
replacement of underground tanks and 
environmental cleanups?

 Yes, the State Underground Storage 

Tank (UST) fund provides funding to help 
homeowners replace underground tanks 
and clean up environmental contamination. 
However, 
as of May 3, 
2011, the State 
UST fund is 
effectively out 
of money and 
has stopped 
accepting 
applications 
(see related 
story). For 
the fiscal year 
beginning 
July 1, 2011, 
the fund 
will receive a percentage of the New 
Jersey Corporate Business Tax equal to 
approximately $15 million. However, since 
claims against the fund are approximately 
$45 million, it will take several years for 

the assets in the fund to catch up with the 
liabilities.

How can I obtain 
both first and third 
party coverage for 
my tank?

 For over 15 
years, Hart & Iliff 
has offered first 
party coverage 
through a variety 
of insurance 
companies, 
most recently 
through Tank 
Easy. However, 
none of these 

environmental products ever covered 
third party claims to the groundwater 
or to a neighbor’s property. Since many 
homeowners insurance companies have 
eliminated their third party coverage, it is 

News Flash: Hart & Iliff Introduces New Plumbing Division!

On August 1st, Hedden Plumbing and Heating merged with Hart & Iliff. Kenneth Hedden, the proprietor of Hedden Plumbing, 
will be working for Hart & Iliff and heading up our new plumbing division. Ken has more than 30 years experience serving the 
plumbing needs of residents of our service area. His expertise includes all areas of plumbing as well as heating.

We are excited about having Ken join the Hart & Iliff team and combining two great names in Sussex County: Hedden Plumbing and 
Hart & Iliff. 

As an introductory promotion, through November 30, 2011, we are offering Hart & Iliff 
customers a $25 discount on a plumbing service call. So, now you can call Hart & Iliff for all 
your plumbing needs. You’ll be glad you did!

$25 off the regular price of any 
Hart & Iliff plumbing service.
Offer good on one plumbing service call. One coupon per customer.
Offer expires November 30, 2011.

Take
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A Cool Idea: Keep Food Safe In Your 
Refrigerator

Your refrigerator should keep your food safe to eat and make it last longer. 
But we’ve all heard jokes about biological horrors growing inside a storage 
container on the bottom shelf in the back. Keep your food and your family 
healthy with these refrigerator safety tips:

• Monitor the temperature. The interior of your refrigerator should stay at 
40°F or below at all times, and your freezer should be set to 0°F. Install a 
thermometer to ensure foods are stored at safe temperatures.

• Check food regularly. At least every 
three months, go through your fridge 
top to bottom (and don’t forget the door). 
Check expiration dates, and look for food 
that’s obviously spoiled.
• Store food properly. Don’t crowd 
items—allow cool air to circulate freely 
through the space. Be sure that raw 
meats, fish, and poultry are carefully 
wrapped so they don’t contaminate any 
surfaces. Don’t keep anything perishable 
in the door—the temperature fluctuates 
as the door is opened and closed 
throughout the day, which can contribute 
to rapid spoilage.
• Check the seal. If you’re losing air, 
food will go bad more quickly (and you’ll 
waste energy, too). Test the seal by closing 

the door on a sheet of paper. If you have to tug the paper to get it free, you’re 
probably okay.

• If the power goes out… Monitor the temperature inside your fridge if the 
power goes out for longer than two hours. If it rises above 40°F for more 
than two hours, you’ll need to discard perishable items. Your freezer should 
remain at 40°F or below for two full days in a power failure, if it’s kept full. 
Arrange foods so meats don’t drip their juices onto other foods if they thaw.

Some Fishy Nutrition Advice
An apple a day may keep the doctor away, but one or two fish a week can keep 

your heart healthy, can prevent arthritis, and may cut your risk of Alzheimer’s 
Disease.

Fish, including salmon, tuna, sardines and herring, contain healthy amounts 
of a fatty acid called Omega-3, which has been shown to reduce blood pressure 
and may prevent insulin resistance (resulting in diabetes). DHA, a specific type 
of Omega-3, aids in the brain development of infants, making it beneficial to 
pregnant women and nursing mothers.

Mercury found in fish is a health issue, but for men and women of 
childbearing age, the benefits of a fishy diet seem to outweigh the risks of 
mercury exposure. For women who are pregnant or breastfeeding (or who may 
become pregnant), as well as small children, seafood like shark and swordfish 
should be avoided, but light tuna, salmon and shrimp contain relatively low 
levels of mercury. As always, check with your doctor to know what’s safe and 
nutritious to eat.

Trivia Time
1) Which color falls in the middle of 

the seven colors of a rainbow?
a) green
b) indigo
c) red
d) blue

2) Which of these disasters occurred 
after the conclusion of World 
War I?

a) Hindenberg crash
b) San Francisco earthquake
c) Titanic sinking
d) Galveston hurricane

3) Which type of big cat is known for 
hauling its prey into a tree before 
eating it?

a) leopard
b) cheetah
c) tiger
d) jaguar

4) Fort Knox, the home of the U.S. 
Gold Bullion Depository, is located 
in which state?

a) Kentucky
b) Maryland
c) Nevada
d) Delaware

5) Who recorded the top-selling 
album released in the U.S. in the 
1990s?

a) Garth Brooks
b) Alanis Morissette
c) Santana
d) Shania Twain

Answers: 1) a 2) a (The Hindenberg crashed in 1937. The 
San Francisco earthquake (1906), Titanic (1912), Galveston 
hurricane (1900 and 1915). 3) a 4) a 5) d (Twain’s 1997 
album, Come On Over, sold 22 million copies in the U.S.)
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SPEED BUMP               Dave Coverly

Balance The Tasks 
At Home

Do the laundry, wash the dishes, 
get to the pediatrician, run errands—
your to-do list sometimes seems 
endless, but your time is finite. If you 
feel you’re doing most of the chores, 
don’t just grumble to yourself about it. 
Here are three strategies for an equal 
division of household labor:
1) Review each other’s responsibilities 

annually. Careers change, families 
get larger—life changes. So don’t 
expect the division of labor that 
worked last year to work just as well 
this year. Reassess your goals and 
your home situation to come up 
with a plan that works for everyone.

2) Don’t underestimate the other’s 
capabilities. If you assume your 
husband can’t schedule the kids’ 
medical appointments, or your 
wife won’t remember to pay the 
bills on time, stop thinking that 
way. Let go of some control and 
give your partner a chance grow, 
even if he or she doesn’t do things 
exactly the way you would.

3) Don’t assume your job is more 
important than your spouse’s. 
Both of you have worthwhile jobs 
outside your home, but you both 
deserve a role in raising your 
family. You’ll have to examine 
your schedules and responsibilities 
to determine what’s best for your 
family as a whole.

Preparing Your Home For Winter 
Before the weather gets too cold, it’s wise to check your house for 

vulnerabilities to the coming winter. Some areas to examine:
The Roof

• Look for missing shingles, 
cracked flashings and broken 
overhanging tree limbs.

• Check the chimney for mortar 
deterioration and loose bricks.

• Inspect the underside of the roof, 
from the attic, for any signs of 
leakage.

The Exterior
• Check at the foundation for 

cracks in the concrete, and low 
spots in the soil where water 
can accumulate against the 
foundation.

• Look at the caulking in the siding and around the window and door trims.
The Heating System

• Turn on the heating system, and ensure that the heat is being delivered to all 
outlets.

• Check your filter, and change it if necessary. Buy some extra filters so you can 
change them easily during the winter season.

• Have your heating system cleaned by a certified technician.

More Than One Right Answer?
A science teacher gave an assignment: Determine the height of a building 

using only a barometer.
The “correct” answer that the teacher was looking for was to use the 

barometer to measure the air pressure at the top of the building and on 
the ground, and use the difference between the two figures to calculate the 
building’s height.

But two students gave different answers. Though they weren’t what the 
teacher expected, both would have worked equally well:

• Drop the barometer off the roof and count how many seconds it took to hit 
the ground, and calculate the answer using that number.

• Go to the building’s manager and say, “I’ll give you this barometer if you’ll 
tell me the height of this building.”
The teacher marked only his preferred answer “correct.” But the two 

alternatives show the power of thinking creatively.

Finding That Spark Of Creativity
Creativity doesn’t conform to any strict rules—but it does follow some 

general guidelines. Here are some quick thoughts on nurturing the spark of 
inspiration:

• If it ain’t broke—break it.
• Ask “dumb” questions.
• Don’t obsess over success—pursue failure.
• Get out of your home or office as much as possible.
• Read unusual stuff, not just journals that relate to your job or focus.
• Avoid moderation in thinking creatively. Go for it all!



We’re doing our part. This newsletter is printed on environmentally-friendly paper—50% recycled, using 25% post-consumer waste, and is composed of a mixture of fibers from certified forests, 
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UST Fund Ceases Accepting  
Applications

As of May 3, 2011, the New Jersey Underground Storage Tank (UST) Fund 
ran out of money and stopped accepting applications for the replacement of 
underground storage tanks. Since August 2006, hundreds of our customers 

obtained grants from this fund to remove and replace their underground tank and, if 
necessary, fund a cleanup.

In August 2006, the fund had approximately $100 million, which was received from 
a percentage of the revenues raised by the New Jersey Corporate Business Tax. As a 

result of a budget compromise a number of years 
ago, the UST Fund stopped receiving additional 
funding until the balance fell below $20 million.

As the fund became more and more popular, 
its balance rapidly declined to near zero today. 
Since the fund fell below $20 million in the fiscal 
year July 1, 2010 - June 30, 2011, it will once again 
begin receiving a percentage of the Corporate 
Business Tax beginning July 1, 2011. For the fiscal 
year July 1, 2011 - June 30, 2012, it is estimated 
that the fund will receive approximately $15 
million. However, since the fund has roughly 
$45 million of unpaid claims, it will take several 
years for the assets of the fund to catch up with 
the liabilities.

For the near term, the fund is not accepting 
applications for the removal and replacement of underground tanks. However, the fund 
will continue to accept applications for the clean up of a discharge. Once the funding 
catches up to the liabilities, it is anticipated that the fund may again become available to 
qualifying homeowners wanting to replace their underground tank.

becoming increasingly important to find a 
source for this coverage.

The ProGuard program recently 
began offering an insurance product that 
includes $15,000 of third party coverage for 
aboveground tanks and $25,000 of third 
party coverage for underground tanks. This 
third party coverage is offered as a carve-out 
to the overall coverage limit of $50,000 for 
an aboveground tank and $100,000 for an 
underground tank. The rates for this new 
coverage are:

Aboveground tank - $50 per year
Underground tank - $324 per year

My tank is currently covered under Tank 
Easy. Should I switch to ProGuard?

 Find out if your homeowners insurance 
policy includes third party coverage. If it does 
not, you may want to consider switching to 
ProGuard.

Does my tank have to be tested before I am 
eligible for ProGuard?

 Aboveground tanks do not have to be 
tested. Underground tanks that are not stiP-3 
tanks must be tested. ProGuard is offering to 
test an underground tank for $140. Call us at 
973-383-1421 for details.

Q&A…
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